1843]                   THE   REBECCA  RIOTS                      483
Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
SOOTH STBEET, 22nd June 1843.
Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty. He was;;infinitely obliged to your Majesty for coming into the room the other evening when he was with the Prince, and very much delighted to have an opportunity of seeing your Majesty, especially in such good health and spirits.
Lord Melbourne is very glad that your Majesty has seen As you Like It, It is indeed a most gay, lively, and beautiful play. To see or to read it is quite like passing an hour or two in a forest of fairyland. It is so lively, and at the same time so romantic. All depends upon Rosalind, which was an excellent part of Mrs. Jordan. Jaques is also a very particular character and difficult to play.
Lord Melbourne feels himself better, but still weak. He does not like to say much about politics, but he cannot refrain from observing that they seem to him to have permitted these lawless riotings in South Wales * to go on with success and impunity a great deal too long. When such things begin nobody can say how far they will go or how much they will spread. There are many who expect and predict a general rising against property, and this is invariably the way in which such things begin.
Queen Victoria to Sir James Graham.
BUCKINGHAM PAIAOE, 23rd! June 1843.
The Queen returns these communications to Sir James Graham, which are of a very unpleasant nature. The Queen trusts that measures of the greatest severity will be taken, as well to suppress the revolutionary spirit as to bring the culprits 2 to immediate trial and punishment. The Queen thinks this of the greatest importance with respect to the effect ib may have in Ireland, likewise as proving that the Government is willing to show great forbearance, and to trust to the good sense of the people ; but that if outrages are committed and it is called upon to act, it is not to be trifled with, but will visit wrong-doers with the utmost severity.
1  The agitation against tho turnpike system which had brokon out in South "Wales, See Introductory Note, p. 450.
2  I.e., the Kebecoa rioters.